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SYDERSTONE COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER

Welcome to the Autumn 2023 edition of

Syderstone’s Natterjack Newsletter




Syderstone Local History Group

Syderstone Local History Group meets monthly in the village hall at
7.30pm on the first Thursday of the month and welcomes anyone with an
interest in village history, its buildings, families or customs.

Here’s the autumn programme (subject to confirmation):

7 September  The shops and pubs of Syderstone

5 October The life and strange death of Amy Robsart

2 November Syderstone Common

7 December To be announced

The adventures of a Syderstone Donkey
Taken from The Norfolk Chronicle 20th July 1850

In Victorian times the main way of getting the news was from newspapers.
Like social media today they often had stories that were funny or
interesting. This is one of these.

Robert Daw from Syderstone had a small donkey. In 1832 this donkey was
stolen. Luckily the thief was discovered and the donkey was returned.
Seventeen years later the donkey was stolen again. This time it was taken
all the way to Norwich, where the thief sold it to an unsuspecting person
from the Norfolk Broads. He tied the donkey to his horse and cart and set
off home. Unfortunately the donkey got tangled up and was knocked
unconscious by the cart. The poor donkey looked dead so the man left it at
the road side. Later that night a policeman came along the road and
thought the dark lump was a drunken man. Looking closer with his lantern
he saw it was a donkey and as it started to recover he took it to the local
stray animal pound. Nobody claimed the donkey, and after a few days it
was sold to a new owner. It was just being led away when another
policeman saw it and recognised it as the donkey stolen from Syderstone.
The donkey was then led back to Syderstone. Here his old owner Mr Daw
and half of the village turned out “..to welcome their ancient friend on his
return to his native common”.

It is to be hoped that after all his adventures the donkey then lived happily
ever after.

For more details about Syderstone’s Local History Group, please contact
Michael Parker, email syderstonelhg@gmail.com or Tel 07805 894284.




Remembering a Syderstone resident — front cover story

If you’ve walked down Mill Lane in the last month or so, you might have
noticed a brand new wooden bench on the green at the corner of Norman
Way. Look closely and you’ll see it is dedicated to a David Powley who
lived in the village for many years.

David was a much loved Dad to Vicki Harper and ﬂnMemory;f;SpeiiﬂDad
o e . i David Powley
although it is 22 years since he passed, she wanted | Noargmne

to commemorate his life in the special place he
loved and called home.

Vicki takes up the story: Dad lived in Syderstone for 47 years, first at Ten
Cottages then on Tattersett Road. He moved here when he was 17 to work
on Whitehall Farm. He worked there until he was 63 years old.

| wanted to honour Dad’s memory in the village as I’'m the only family
member still living here. | was born in Syderstone and I've lived here all
my life. | wanted a piece of my Dad in the village which was such a special
place to him; somewhere | can go to still feel close to him as well as for his
friends who are still in the village to remember him by. The corner of Mill
Lane and Norman Way was chosen as the tree there is dedicated to Jimmy
Cable who was his neighbour in Ten Cottages as well as his work mate at
the farm for many years. Jimmy took him under his wing and looked after
him so it felt right to have the bench next to his tree so he can still look
after him now!

Dad was part of Syderstone football team for a few years and the
Syderstone darts team. As a family we used to attend the dances in the
Old Tin Hut or as it’s properly known, the Ex Serviceman’s Institute, which
used to be near the village pub.

Dad would stop and talk to everyone when we
were out walking on the Common and through the
village. A walk with my Dad which should have
normally been 30 - 40 minutes sometimes seemed
like hours!! Everyone knew David Powley he was
known by many in the village as a true gentleman
which he most certainly was! But to me he was
just ‘My Dad’.

Vicki adds: | also want to thank Syderstone Parish
Council for all their help in getting the bench sited.

David Powley



Meet your new Parish Councillors

Meet your two latest Parish Councillors, Sade Ojelade and Simon Wood,
who joined the Parish Council earlier this year....

Sade

I’m a relative newcomer to Syderstone having moved here in
late 2021 but have been in Norfolk all my life and was born in
Kings Lynn. | fell in love with the village and the community
here pretty quickly and it truly feels like home - which is why
| wanted to become a parish councillor. Syderstone is such a
special place and | want to be part of preserving that for the
future, making sure that everybody’s voice is heard.

Everything about parish councils was totally new to me but thanks to all the
councillors and some helpful training sessions I'm enjoying learning about the full
scope of what the parish council does (including all those little things we just take for
granted!) and am beginning to find my feet. My personal passions lie in community
well-being and climate change and | hope that | can bring new perspectives to the
role.

My background is in history and archaeology which has led work in heritage, right
now I’'m based at Blickling with the National Trust; if you need your tapestries
cleaning, I’'m your girl! Outside of work what | love most is being out in nature,
whether that’s gardening, foraging or just taking a walk, and you’ll most likely spot
me in Womack Woods, one of my favourite places in the world.

Simon

How did | end up on the Parish Council? Well, a current
Parish Councillor suggested to me that | had something to
offer the PC and to consider put forward my name to stand
for co-option. Although we haven’t lived here very long, |
thought it important to offer to try and make a contribution
to the village.

| was born in Oxfordshire and have lived in London, Exmoor,
Bristol and Gloucestershire. We moved to Syderstone in September 2021. In my ‘day

job’ I work for a pharmaceutical company, remotely. | relax by getting out and doing
some gardening.

| have a wide experience in the business world and local voluntary organisations and
would hope to use this to help the community and hope to encourage younger
people to take on the role and help direct the way the village community develops.



Syderstone Parish Councillors

Dawn Niemann — Chair
Dave Daly — Vice-Chair
Martin Bateman

Paul Welland

Debs Candy

Sade Ojelade

Simon Wood

Parish Clerk, Sarah Harvey

Parish correspondence:

01485 576217
01485 576222
07970128411
01485 576249
07951 317570
07564 664886
01485 576297/07989 019546
01328 823391

By post: Parish clerk at Byanoak, Leicester Road, South Creake, NR21 9PW
Email: syderstoneparishcouncil@outlook.com

Website: syderstoneparishcouncil@norfolkparishes.gov.uk

Parish Council meetings - all take place at 7.30pm:

21 September / 19 October / 16 November / 21 December

Members of the public are welcome to the join the meeting and there is
an opportunity to make comments or ask questions of the Council during

the first part of the meeting.

THE NATTERJACK

The Natterjack is published
guarterly. If you have
information you would like to
include, please contact its
editor, Caz Appleby at
cappleby@outlook.com.

The Barmer Hall estate in North
Norfolk is delighted to support the
Syderstone Parish Magazine ‘The
Natterjack’.

Barmer Hall is the sister estate to
Courteenhall Estate in South
Northamptonshire, which has been in
the Wake family since 1672.

The estate takes a nature-led
approach to farming, which means we
are committed to farming as
sustainably as possible, working with
and protecting the environment for
future generations and supporting the
local community.
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St. Mary’s Church News

Harvest festival welcomes everyone to celebrate at St Mary’s Church on the 13
October at 6pm followed by the traditional harvest supper in the Village Hall.
Do you come and join us to celebrate this special time of year and “all the good
gifts around us.” The community "coronation" choir will be singing in the
church. If you fancy a sing - no skill needed! - contact Barney or Lesley
(lesley.wordsworth@icloud.com).

12 November is Remembrance Sunday - join us at 10 o’clock for this very
important and poignant service when we remember all those who died and
suffered in war and conflict and pray for peace.

Morning worship, afternoon praise and informal Eucharist services continue
throughout the autumn and we look forward to seeing you at any of the
services. Even if you're not sure about church or Christianity come along find
out what we get up to and enjoy the warm welcome and refreshments.

e Praise Services, Sundays at 4pm — 10 Sept — 8 Oct — 12 Nov

e Morning Worship, Sundays at 10am — 17 Sept — 15 Oct — 19 Nov

e Friday Communionat 10am—1, 15 & 29 Sept—13 & 27 Oct — 10 & 24 Nov

The church is usually open and there is information and prayer leaflets which
are a comfort, support and inspiration to all who visit and enjoy the peace and
beauty of this ancient building. So feel free to wander in for some peace and
contemplation.

To contact Father Clive email: clive.wylie@dioceseofnorwich.org 01328 823293

Churchwarden: Paul Offord 01485 578218
PCC Secretary: Julie Goddard 07515 648928 julia.a.goddard@gmail.com

GMK Building Services A T Vehicle Services

Groundworks, Block paving, Proprietor: David Armiger
Fencing, Drainage
Concrete Works (Drives, Shed

bases, etc)

All types of vehicle servicing and
repairs, welding and MoT
bodywork.

Wall & Floor tiling, Floorboard
replacement ** Free Quotes **
Mob: 07385 842821
Tel: 01485 578507

Tow bars supplied and fitted.

Also, windscreens and waxoyl|

Tel: 01485 578112
24 hour: 07885 079978
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News from Stanhoe Methodist Church

Our regular Sunday morning worship services continue this autumn on
alternate weeks, at 11am.

10th September

24th September

8th October
22nd October
5th November

19th November

Regular morning worship, led by Jennie Sargent,
Local Preacher in training

Harvest Festival Service, led by Stephen Harrington,
Local Preacher, who brings his guitar! Gifts of dried
foods, tins etc. suitable for donation to the food
bank, will be appreciated

Service of Holy Communion, conducted by our
former minister, Rev. Steve Oliver

Regular morning worship, led by Marianne Baguley,
Local Preacher

Service of Holy Communion, conducted by our own
Minister, Rev. Richman Ncube

Regular morning worship, led by Elizabeth MacLeod,
Local Preacher

All are welcome - to worship and to enjoy our fellowship, with
refreshments served after the service.

For further information, contact the Minister: Rev. Dr. Richman Ncube on
01485 570232, or Church Stewards: Judith Chaloner on 01485 578630 or
Elizabeth MacLeod on 01485 578392.

Andy’s General Store Martin & Co

Fresh Bread, Milk, Newspapers,
Frozen Food, Confectionary,

Chartered Accountants in

Syderstone
Beer, Wines and Spirits, locally
sourced Ham, Bacon, Sausages, All accountancy services including
Pies and Vegetables. Dry company & sole trader accounts
Cleaning Agent. and taxation, payroll, VAT, tax

returns and business consultancy.

Priced Right Stores - Four Winds Call: 07837 183048 (Martin)

Tel: 01485 528094

martinniemann@btinternet.com




AMY ROBSART VILLAGE HALL - (ARVH)

Registered Charity No. 271842

Post Office

Has your Fakenham bank closed - Nat West and HSBC? And Barclays is
about to close. So - why not do your personal and business banking at your
village post office? Open Wednesday and Friday mornings 9.30am — 12.00.
Pop in if you have any questions or queries

Banking - deposits and withdrawals

Bill payments — gas, electricity and water

Royal mail — stamps, parcels, letters & QR coded returns to Amazon etc.
DVLA — car tax

Travel - currency and passport checking

GENERAL — a selection of stationery and greeting cards are always for sale
And watch out for the Christmas pop up shop

New members of the Village Hall Committee — Martin Niemann joins as
Syderstone Local History Group representative and Gary Garford joins as a
Co-opted member.

the ARVH Commiittee

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

1. Norman Riches | Chair 01485 578171 | normanrriches@btinternet.com
2. Wendy Little Secretary 01485 578270 | secretaryARVH@outlook.com
3. Chris Little Treasurer 01485 578270 | treasurerARVH@outlook.com
4. Gerry Taylor Money

Club 01485 578524 | cobblers2u@yahoo.co.uk
5. Sheila Riches Booking

Manager 01485 578171 | sheilarriches@btinternet.com
Martin Bateman | Parish Council representative
Paul Offord St Mary’s Church representative
Anita Taylor Coffee Morning representative Tel: 01485 578524
Linda Pearse Art & Craft representative Mob: 07747 804102
Tim Chaloner Bowls representative Tel: 01485 578630
Martin Niemann | Local History Group rep Mob: 07837 183048
Gary Garford Co-opted
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What'’s going on at the Village Hall?

Your village hall hosts all sorts of activities. You are very welcome to
attend any of these by contacting the named person in each case. All our
groups are friendly and inexpensive. They are places to make new friends
and have a relaxed and enjoyable time. See back page for all events
taking place at the Village Hall.

INDOOR BOWLS (Short mat) Weekly

Contact: Tim Chaloner (see hall list) Tuesday 4.00-6.00

Why not try Bowls and Rolls? £3 per person with a free first session.

All are welcome and no previous experience is required.

A light-hearted event with a brief pause for tea/coffee and sausage rolls ( + Veggie option).

BOOK CLUB Monthly — 2" Tuesday

Contact: Kate Boote (07487 677772) 10.30-12.00

SYDERSTONE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP Monthly — 1% Thursday 7.30 — 9.30
Contact: Michael Parker (07805 894284) Email: syderstoneLHG@gmail.com
COFFEE MORNING Weekly

Contact: Anita Taylor (see hall list) Wednesday 10.30 - 12.00

Pam’s Jams & Cakes for sale 4th Wednesday of the month
ARTS & CRAFTS Weekly

Contact: Linda Pearse (see hall list) Wednesday 1.45 - 4.15

VILLAGE HALL POST OFFICE Every Week

Contact: Chris Little (see hall list) Wednesday and Friday 9.30 — 12.00

Economy Storage K@%
Syderstone Business Park W

The Container and SeIf-Storage Relax and indulge in beauty and holistic

specialists. Removals arranged. treatments in our cosy little beauty salon
in Syderstone

Secure, low-cost storage for
We offer: Facials, Body Treatments, Indian

furniture, caravans, vehicles, etc. Head Massage, Manicures and Pedicures
(Shellac & Vinylux), Waxing, Eye Treatments,
Contact: Paul — 07899982331 LVL, HiBrow

Explore our Treatment Menu further on
Facebook, Instagram or call/txt
07597 723666

Economystorage3@gmail.com
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Syderstone Community Archive @ ARVH
Contact: Sheila Riches (see village hall list)

New additions to the archive

More Syderstone newspaper articles have been added to the ever-growing
collection, together with a map of Syderstone dated 1903.

Members of the Syderstone Local History group have also been
adding/enhancing various items to the archive and these will be
incorporated into the collection.

Community Archive Open Dates

The archive is working well with the newly formed Local History Group and
there are now regular “open to all” archive mornings normally held on
Friday mornings. Watch out for the next one on posters and on Facebook
AND please bring along any family photos, local information, etc.

Old Syderstonians Reunion

Saturday, 7t October 2023, 2.00-5.00pm

This year several of our Old Syderstonians are celebrating their 80th
Birthday so it will be an extra special afternoon!!!!

Everyone is welcome to spend an entertaining and very sociable time with
tea, cakes and the best raffle ever!

Don't forget to bring along any old photos for scanning.

Syderstone Community Facebook page

Are you a member of the Syderstone
Community Facebook page? It’s a great way to
keep track of what’s happening and share
information around the community. You’ll need

the Facebook app on your phone or tablet then & .

) ] yderstone Community >
search for ‘Syderstone Community’. Simply @ Private group - 935 members
apply to join as it is a closed group — just answer | (HISDHHP= RO
a few questions about your connection with & invite

Syderstone.
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VILLAGE SCREEN CINEMA at Amy Robsart Hall
Email: syderstonecinema_ARVH@outlook.com

Saturday, 30" September 7.30pm

ALLELUJAH (12A)

Based on the play by Alan Bennett, Allelujah is a warm and deeply moving
story about old age. When the geriatric ward in a small Yorkshire hospital
is threatened with closure, the hospital decides to fight back by galvanizing
the local community. They invite a news crew to film their preparations for
a concert in honour of the hospital's most distinguished nurse. What could
go wrong? Allelujah celebrates the spirit of the elderly patients whilst
paying tribute to the deep humanity of the medical staff battling with
limited resources and ever-growing demand.

Starring Judi Dench, Derek Jacobi and Jennifer Saunders.

Saturday, 28" October 7.30pm
THE FABELMANS (12A)
New Jersey, 1952. Entranced by his first visit to a movie theatre and

haunted by the powerful imagery of Cecil B. DeMille's The Greatest Show
on Earth, young Sammy Fabelman returns home seeking to recreate it.
Encouraged by his doting mother, Sammy discovers an irresistible passion
for making home movies, and his creative projects become increasingly
ambitious. However, when he discovers a shattering family secret, Sammy
has to embrace the slow process of growing up while pursuing his dream
to become a storyteller.

Starring Michelle Williams and Paul Dano. Directed by Steven Spielberg.

Saturday 25" November 7.30pm

THE UNLIKELY PILGRIMAGE OF HAROLD FRY (12A)

This is the story of an unremarkable man who sets off on a remarkable
journey. Harold Fry lives a life without purpose until he learns that his old
friend and colleague Queenie has terminal cancer. He sets out to post her
a letter of condolence, but impulsively decides to visit her in person
instead, walking from his home in Devon to Berwick-upon-Tweed, and
leaving his wife Maureen hurt and confused at home. Adapted from her
own novel by Rachel Joyce.

Starring Jim Broadbent and Penelope Wilton.
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Saturday 16" December 7.30pm

WHAT’S LOVE GOT TO DO WITH IT? (12A)

How do you find lasting love in today's world? For documentary-maker
and dating app addict Zoe, swiping right has only delivered an endless
stream of Mr. Wrongs, to the dismay of her eccentric mother. For Zoe's
childhood friend and neighbour Kaz, the answer is to follow his parents'
example and opt for an arranged marriage to a bright and beautiful bride
from Pakistan. As Zoe films his hopeful journey from London to Lahore to
marry her, she begins to wonder if she might have something to learn
from a profoundly different approach to finding love.

Starring Lily James, Shazad Latif and Emma Thompson.

Tickets: £4.00 advance booking - pay at the door
Tel: 01485 578171 Email: syderstonecinema_ARVH@outlook.com

POP UP PUB & BARBECUE @ARVH
16" September 5.30pm — 10.00pm

BBQ by Green Park Kitchen 6.00pm — 9.00pm

Homemade Bacon Cheeseburger

Butchers Sausage Hot Dog, Caramelised red onion (DF)

Bang Bang Chicken with satay sauce, lime & coriander (GF)
Middle Eastern style Marinated Butternut Squash with

yoghurt, mint and pomegranate f6
Thai Marinated King Prawns with Sweet Chilli sauce £6

Corn on the Cob with Paprika and Chive butter (V) £2.50
Roasted Garlic Aioli (V) £1

BAR from 5.30pm — 10.00pm

Worth the Wait - real ale from the barrel plus soft drinks
AND a range of beer, lager, cider and red, white and rose wine

OR how about some FIZZ?
WITH

POOL / BOULES / MUSIC

DF - Dairy free / GF — Gluten free / V — Vegetarian

12



NATURALLY SYDERSTONE - Sounding off

The nearly-dog is at it again. Bark! Bark! Bark! We can hear it all over the
village and | daresay South Creake is listening in too. But listen again. That
sound is not quite canine — a little more gravelly, more hoarse. So what is
it?

The sound belongs to Britain’s smallest deer, and it’s no surprise that the
muntjac’s other name is ‘barking deer’. Why does a muntjac bark? Many
of the reasons are tied up with sex (aren’t they always), especially when
the doe is in oestrus. Since this deer is native to the dense forests of south-
east Asia, they may simply be letting rivals and potential mates know
where they are in a place where sound is more important than sight.
Those calls are also thought, in certain circumstances, to be an anxiety
thing. If a deer is bothered by something unfamiliar, it’ll set off that bark
routine. And it can go on for a long, long time, a regular shout for maybe
40 minutes or so at a time. The secret behind the muntjac’s impressive
though tedious stamina may rest down its throat — one theory has it that
the muntjac produces plentiful mucus to lubricate its vocal cords.

The good news is that the muntjac barks most during the breeding season.
The bad news is that the breeding season lasts all year round — does can
give birth in every calendar month. We just have to get used to it.

Perhaps thankfully its bark is a secondary means by which these normally
solitary animals communicate. Their primary scent glands are on the face
and forehead and they rub their heads on trees to leave a smelly message
for other passing deer about their age, sex, condition and health. It's a
silent bark on bark.
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Gt Massingham Area Community Car Scheme Volunteer Drivers Needed

Do you have a few hours to spare each month and a suitable car for taking
one or more passengers to medical appointments, shopping or social
events? If so, would you consider becoming a driver for the scheme,
which covers Syderstone? Joining is easy and you are assured of a very
warm welcome. To learn more or request an application form please

call 01485 520823. Monday to Friday 9am to 12 noon, or email
communitycars@btconnect.com.

Syderstone Book Exchange

Thank you for your support - we have had some very welcome donations
of suitable and appropriate books in reasonable condition, (by which |
mean no text books or ancient “coffee table” books) and the stock remains
good. The book exchange remains well used, especially by the summer
visitors. Thank you so much for your support. For further information
contact Elizabeth MacLeod on 01485 578392.

Stanhoe and Barwick Women’s Institute — meets every third Thursday

Here are the dates and speakers for the next few months:

Thursday 7th September Claire Howard - demonstrating jewellery-making

Thursday 5th October Norfolk’s Indian Princess, a talk by Juyna Lewis

Thursday 2nd November Binham Blue, a talk from Mrs Temple about her
famous cheeses

Thursday 2nd December Christmas entertainment from Stuff & Folly

All meetings are held at The Reading Room, Stanhoe. 2.00pm.
Visitors are most welcome. Our charge is £5, which includes refreshments.
Please contact Valerie (01485 576261) for further details.

AC Equine Services Economy Timber

“For all of your horsey needs”
Sawn and Planed Timber, Decking,

///;i Fencing, Sleepers, Roof Sheets and
Available for yard duties and Paving Slabs, Felt, Screws, etc.

ridden work. Regular or just
holiday cover.

Contact: Paul

7 2331
Contact: Alysha Childs 07899 98233

alyshachilds@aol.com www.economytimber.co.uk
Call:07816484886
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Paper-Klip
For all your stationery needs!

Office Supplies, Local Books, Copying &
Printing Service, Photography Printing

Service
(6 x 4 ask for special price)
Tel: 01328 862146

Email: sales@paper-klip.co.uk

Infinity Gas

All domestic heating and plumbing

work undertaken

Infinity Gas

Contact: Mat/Kerry Connolly

Tel: 01485 529419

Mobile: 07450 148831

M Bateman — Maintenance

Your local, friendly maintenance man

No job too small

Email: Batemanl@btopenworld.com

Mob: 07970128411

Tel: 01485 578124

Coal Merchant

And Haulage Contractor

M.E. Ayres & Sons
Prompt delivery just a phone call away

Tel: 01485 518316
Mob: 07717343916

meayrestransport@aol.co.uk

DALY Construction & Building

Services

Contact: daviddaly8@icloud.com
Mobile: 07778 005119

Tel: 01485 576222

1 Mill Lane, Syderstone
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September

5th Indoor bowls (short mat)

6th Coffee morning

7th Stanhoe and Barwick Women’s Institute
7th Local History Group

12th Indoor bowls (short mat)

12th Book Club

13th Coffee morning

15th Mobile library

19th Indoor bowls (short mat)

20th Coffee morning

20th Arts and Crafts

21st Parish Council meeting

26th Indoor bowls (short mat)

27th Coffee morning

27th Arts and Crafts

30th Village Screen Cinema — Alleujah
October

3rd Indoor bowls (short mat)

4th Coffee morning

4th Arts and Crafts

5th Stanhoe and Barwick Women’s Institute
5th Local History Group

7th Old Syderstonians Reunion

10th Book Club

10th Indoor bowls (short mat)

11th Coffee morning

11th Arts and Crafts

13th Mobile library

13th Harvest Festival followed by Harvest supper
16th Pop up Bar and Barbecue @ ARVH
17th Indoor bowls (short mat)

18th Coffee morning

18th Arts and Crafts

19th Parish Council meeting

24th Indoor bowls (short mat)

25th Coffee morning

28th Village Screen Cinema — The Fabelmans
November

1st Coffee morning

2nd Stanhoe and Barwick Women’s Institute
2nd Local History Group

4th Autumn Fair in aid of St Marys Church
7th Indoor bowls (short mat)

8th Coffee morning

8th Arts and Crafts

10th Mobile library

12th Service of Remembrance

14th Book Club

14th Indoor bowls (short mat)

15th Coffee morning

15th Arts and Crafts

16th Parish Council meeting

21st Indoor bowls (short mat)

22nd Coffee morning

22nd Arts and Crafts

25th Village Screen Cinema — Harold Fry
28th Indoor bowls (short mat)

29th Coffee morning
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